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Health and Safety Policy


Safeguarding our Environment

It is paramount for every child to be safe in their immediate environment.  Staff at Stanstead Mill Nursery will, therefore, ensure that the appropriate environment for your child to eat, sleep and play in is maintained at all times.

A Daily Risk Assessment is carried out by staff every morning to ensure that each day is started with a risk free environment.  Risk assessments will be designed to safeguard vulnerable people such as pregnant workers or young helpers.

All of our staff and children have the right to work and play in a safe environment.  Stanstead Mill will monitor everyone wishing to enter the nursery and record all visits.  We hold the right to refuse entry to anyone without reason or notice, particularly if threatening behaviour is used.  In this instance the police will be contacted immediately.

It is our policy to promote and encourage good health and hygiene for children of all ages.  Staff will observe hygiene practices aimed at prevention and control of infectious illnesses.

Those preparing food will hold, or be under the supervision of someone who holds a food hygiene certificate. A registered First Aider will be present at all times.  Every effort will be made to contact the parents/carers of a sick or injured child as soon as possible.  However, if the sickness/injury is serious enough then the manager will summon an ambulance and a member of staff will accompany the child to hospital.

All staff that work within the nursery have undergone an enhanced criminal records check (DBS) and clearance to be able to work as a member of our team.  All team members will complete a Staff Disqualification declaration and this will be reviewed with them every 6 weeks during Staff Supervisions.
Accidents will be recorded in the accident book, showing the place, time/date and the nature of the incident and if any treatment was administered.  The person collecting the child will be informed and asked to sign a copy.   This will be kept in the child’s record file and a copy will be sent home.  All accident forms will be reviewed by management quarterly.  Parents/Guardians may view these upon request.

When the nursery is in operation there will always be a minimum of two staff present.  Unless a a risk assessment is in place to support otherwise.
On departure children will only be released into the care of an appropriate adult approved by the child’s parent/carer.  Buntings operates a ‘password’ system.  If the person collecting the child is not recognised by the nursery and that person does not know the password than the child will remain at nursery until the parents can be contacted.

Links to key legislation, guidance and policies

Stanstead Mill Bullying Policy 
Stanstead Mill Illness Policy 
Stanstead Mill Medication Policy 

Stanstead Mill Behaviour Management Policy 
Stanstead Mill Risk Assessments 
Riddor

Every Child Matters 2004

The Children Act 2004

The Early Years Foundation Stage revised edition 2017
Health and Safety at work act 1974
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